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Presidents Corner
President’s Soapbox:

About seven months ago | stepped into the well organized shoes of Steve Hollister as
lllinois Chapter president. It seems like last week! In this letter, | will tell you what the
Chapter leaders are doing to advance the art and science of soil and water conserva-
tion in lllinois in these seven months.

First, the annual meeting was chaired by outgoing president Steve Hollister and held
February 3 at Lock and Dam 26 Visitor Center and Waterway Museum in Alton. Ed
Weilbacher, Rich Macho, Rich Stewart, and Steve lined up an excellent program of
experienced conservationists and an excellent tour relating to the Great Rivers conflu-
ence area and Choteau Island. On the tour we saw parts of the Choteau Island and
new parkland on both the Missouri and lllinois sides of the river. Driving and walking
across the old Route 66 Chain of Rocks Bridge (world’s longest pedestrian bridge) was
a highlight along with seeing the confluence of the big muddy Missouri and Mississippi.
The Lewis & Clark Bicentennial and the Great Flood of 93 helped a humber of park,
open space, and trail projects and we saw several at various stages. State Merit
awards were presented to the Choteau Island Coordination Team and the Great Rivers
Land Trust (both advanced and were named to be International SWCS Merit Award
winners, thanks to Awards Chair Kim St. John, Great work for all involved with
awards, speakers and annual meeting arrangements.

The board met twice, at Bob Frazee’s office in East Peoria on March 8, and at Sharon
Hartzold’s cabin near Danvers on May 31. Due to a healthy financial balance carefully
managed by treasurer Mark Kaiser, we have taken on several projects:

e Provided $2000 for copying the creative and very educational “Claude Soil”
educational CD. Copies will go to teachers and youth leaders. Bob Frazee
and Paige Buck are working on educational dissemination. Next step will be
national distribution and marketing—it sells itself when you see it.

e Allocated $500 to the IL Dept. of Agriculture for a new soils kiosk interactive
exhibit featuring “Claude Soil” at the Illinois State Fair Watershed Park.

e Provided travel support for UIUC student member Kimberly Whitlock, who pre-
sented a paper at the SWCS Keystone conference.

e Supported the development of an lllinois organization for certified erosion and
sediment control specialists. Rich Macho, Shannon Allen, and Mike Hirschi
are key lllinois participants.

e Presented a $100 savings bond to the top state FFA conservation and envi-
ronmental proficiency awardee.

e Set up SWCS membership/benefits exhibits at meetings of AISWCD, ILICA,
and SWCD employees.

e Developed a fall tour plan for revolving fall color, education, and fun tours to be
moved annually to different Illinois Chapter sections. The first will start in Mt.
Sterling on October 13, as organized by Martha Sheppard. See attached flyer.
We hope to see you there but get registered!!

e Contacted professional forestry, fisheries, and wildlife societies about reviving



Presidents Corner Continued

the Renewable Natural Resources Conference similar to the Missouri Resources Conference (see
www.mnrc.org ). Other organizations may be added. The consensus seems to be to plan for one in early
spring 2008. Kent Bohnhoff is our key initial contact.

e Discussed bringing the SWCS Annual Conference to Illinois. It has not returned since the initial conference
over 50 years ago in Chicago. Why not Central Illinois?

e Took initial steps to revitalize the Chapter website.

During a Midwest blizzard, President-elect Rich Stewart and | participated in the West North Central (MN, WI, IL,
MO, 1A) Workshop at Platteville, WI. This was an excellent training experience on generational differences and
communication as well as sharing of chapter activities and challenges. All of us could benefit from understanding x
and y generation goals and motivation. Our regional leader, Peggie James, of Wisconsin deserves a great deal of
credit for this excellent meeting. The MO, WI, and IL SWCS leaders present also found that $3 pitchers can still be
found in college towns.

Kent Bohnhoff is developing plans for the annual meeting which will be held in early 2007 in the Blooming-
ton/Normal area.

Martha Sheppard is the new awards chair and she aims to continue the strong awards program previously chaired
by Kim St. John. If you are considering an award candidate, check out the awards page ( www.swcs.org) page as
our chapter awards parallel them, but we are not limited by them.

So, your chapter is busy with advancing soil and water conservation on a number of fronts. It is time for you to get
more directly involved. Why not plan to attend the fall tour and the annual meeting—you will learn a great deal,
meet very creative people producing products and services from their land, network with co-workers from several
disciplines and agencies, and have fun. Also, visit with or email your section and chapter leaders about directions
you would like SWCS to go. We have a large steering wheel and all of us need to help direct this professional soci-
ety. Please call or email me if you have a concern or want to get more directly involved. There is a lot of work to be
done and we need your direct participation.

We have heard a lot about agency constraints and disincentives to professional participation. To paraphrase Yogi
Berra: You gottawanna. This is about your chosen profession, not bureaucracy or budgetary discipline. If the
meetings are a distance away, get a carful or vanful together, enjoy the ride and company, and split the gas.

Best wishes for a great fall season.

Harry Hendrickson, President

lllinois (Land of Lincoln) Chapter
Soil and Water Conservation Soc
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SWCS Keystone Annual Conference

Kent Bohnhoff, Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant, Steve Black, Molly and Dennis Godar, Sharon Hartzold, Steve Kraft,
Mike Plumer, Kimberly Whitlock, Sethuran Soman, and | attended the Keystone SWCS annual conference July 22-
26. Alley Ringhausen received the MERIT award for the Great Rivers Land Trust, and Steve Black picked up the
Confluence Team's MERIT award.

There were over 700 registrants and a very full technical program including papers by Kent and Sethuran and a
poster by Kimberly. Over the past 30 years | have attended 9 of these conferences and usually presented a paper
or poster. This time | participated in an excellent workshop on photo imaging (CAN-VIS) and in sessions dealing
with the national Conservation Effects Assessment Program (CEAP). The national panel brought together by
SWCS recommend at least 1% of the payments for private land conservation should be put into monitoring the pro-
gram as they said the computer impact models are inadequate.

Western water issues were covered quite well as one would expect, with a Colorado Supreme Court judge being
the keynote speaker on water management and law. His historical perspective went back hundreds of years to the
Mesa Verde civilization long before written water law.

NRCS Associate Chief Dana York spoke and answered a wide range of questions about the future of conservation
programs. She discussed the need for the recently completed “boot camp” for new NRCS employees and appealed
for SWCS to help in developing professional staff. None of the speakers seemed optimistic about maintaining the
current record high levels of conservation funding which came through the 2002 Farm Bill (when the federal budget
had a surplus).

In the House of Delegates, the Missouri resolution about membership options was withdrawn, but we trust the mem-
bership committee will develop new approaches to stemming the drop in national membership. As the lllinois dele-

gate, | caucused with other West North Central delegates during this Sunday morning session, but we really did not
have a chance to work together, as there was nothing controversial on the table.

The West North Central breakfast was packed and Peggie James ran an informative meeting with interesting chap-
ter reports. A regional committee will be appointed to develop the next WNC conference (perhaps Dubuque, fall of
2008, on energy issues). Peggie is the incoming national Vice President and Deborah the Secretary, so WNC is
well represented on the board, as we should be with the largest regional membership.

Next year this conference will be in Tampa, FL and the following year in Tucscon, AZ, where heat will probably be
more of a problem than thin air. (At 9000 feet, Keystone takes the wind away from you when you first arrive. At the
12,000 foot level where you can go by gondola, | found taking a few steps uphill was quite taxing.)

| see no reason why lllinois could not host this conference at a central IL city. In the past, transportation was cited
as a problem for Central Illinois and cost as a problem for Chicago. Keystone is farther away from the Denver air-
port than Springfield is from Lambert Field in STL, and SPI does have regular flights to ORD and STL. Our summer

heat is certainly no worse than Tampa or Tucson. | think the central US location, reasonably priced hotels, and the
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SWCS Keystone Annual Conference Continued

new Lincoln Museum would all be great draws for SWCS. The real benefit would be that more of our members
could participate in this excellent professional development, training, and networking opportunity.

Student Chapters

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) SWCS Student Chapter Update

The first meeting of the UIUC Chapter was held on September 14, on campus. The focus of the meeting was to
welcome new members and plan activities for the fall semester. Marshall McDaniel, President, presented a Power-
Point presentation that provided students with information about SWCS. And of course, food was provided, pizza
and beverages. Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month at 5:30 pm in Room 109, Turner Hall.
The next meeting will be held on October 12.

Appalachian Treasures Presentation

The UIUC Student Chapter will be one of several co-sponsors for this program to educate folks about mountaintop
removal coal mining. The presentation will be held Wednesday, October 4th at 7pm in Latzer Hall at the University
YMCA. [See press release below for additional copy]

Press release from Sandra Diaz, Appalachian Voices, Sandra.diaz@earthlink.net

In the Appalachian mountains of Kentucky, West Virginia, Virginia & Tennessee, there is a ticking time-bomb that
threatens a rural population with enormous tragedy as a result of mountaintop removal coal mining.

Appalachian Treasures, a free multi-media presentation on mountaintop removal and its critical social & environ-
mental justice impacts, will be featured at a free open-to-the-public on Wednesday, October 4th at 7pm in Latzer
Hall at the University YMCA in Urbana.

We are all deeply tied to the region. Not only does much of the electricity powering America's homes and busi-
nesses comes from Appalachian coal, but the region's history, music, and famed self-reliance remain a great influ-
ence in American culture.

As energy issues become increasingly pressing in America, it is crucial to realize how our neighbors in Appalachia
suffer to supply the energy needs of the rest of the nation and to seek alternatives that do not destroy communities
and cultures.

In mountaintop removal mining, big coal companies literally blast apart the beautiful Appalachian Mountains, remov-
ing up to 1000 feet of elevation to reach seams of coal. The dirt and rock that used to be the mountain are dumped
into adjacent valleys, burying Appalachia's clear mountain streams.

Mountaintop removal leaves behind vast barren wastelands too remote to be viable for development and too dis-
turbing in appearance to support a tourism economy like those flourishing in the non-coal regions of Appalachia. To
date, mountaintop removal mining has flattened at least a million acres across the Appalachian coalfields. 'Valley
fills', the term for the mining waste dumped into adjacent valleys, have already buried 1,200 miles of Appalachian
streams and more are buried every day.

The Appalachian Treasures project is focused on ending this particular form of coal mining. Over the course of
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Student Chapters Continued

years working with Appalachian coalfield residents, we realized that mountaintop removal will only continue if the
American people remain unaware that such an unjust, destructive, and short-sighted enterprise is happening on our
soil. Most coalfield communities are rural and isolated. In states where big coal companies hold overwhelming politi-
cal power, the opposition of coalfield citizens alone is not enough to stop mountain top removal.

The Appalachian Treasures outreach tours are focused on talking with people in districts of federal Congressional
Representatives in key positions to help pass the Clean Water Protection Act (HR 2719). The CWPA is a bill in Con-
gress that will outlaw filling streams with the rock & dirt from these enormous coal mines & sharply curtail mountain
top removal mining.

For more information about the Appalachian Treasures project contact Sandra Diaz, Appalachian Voices, San-
dra.diaz@earthlink.net, 407.739.6465.

I114inois Award Nominations

To lllinois SWCS Members

Each year the lllinois SWCS Chapter recognizes individuals (members & non-members), organizations and com-
panies for their contributions to SWCS along with not-for-profits, media, museums, and individuals dedicated to
conservation.

We need your assistance in making nominations for the Illinois Chapter Awards. Please review the awards infor-

mation on http://www.swcs.org/en/awards/ and submit nominations with appropriate documentation by Novem-
ber 20, 2006.

If you have any questions please contact and /or submit nominations by November 20 to:

Martha Sheppard

Two Rivers RC&D.

PO Box 87

Pittsfield, IL 62363
217-285-4114
Marthashep@hotmail.com

| can accept them in electronic format or other. 1'd be happy to help anyone that needs help getting the details
together for an award. Our chapter has a great track record of getting national recognition.

Thanks for your participation in the awards process!
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